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Our story mosaic began as a small project to publish short stories during the Covid19 pandemic. Several writers became interested in contributing to this project, from a wide range of backgrounds, as you will see from their bio notes at the end of each story. We sincerely thank them all for their generous contribution to this exciting online story mosaic.
Authors responded from Australia, India and around the globe, each with a story that connects Indians with Australians, with the added element of an Australian summer (real or metaphorical). Nonetheless, you will find that this provided plenty of scope for stories both memoir based and purely fiction from the contributing writers. Stories of birth, death, marriage, old age, relationships, friendship, food, polo, dangerous beaches, lost souls, and living through a pandemic – and of course, cricket – what Indian-Australian collaboration could ignore stories about cricket? 
We are greatly honoured that the Australian High Commissioner to India, His Excellency the Hon’ble Barry O’Farrell AO, has written a Foreword for the Agathokakological Aussie Summer story mosaic. We also thank the High Commissioner of India His Excellency the Hon’ble Mr A. Gitesh Sarma.  Thanks, too, to the Consul-General of India, Sydney, Mr Manish Gupta for writing the detailed Introduction to the stories. Deputy-Consul General in Kolkata Daniel Sim played an integral part in bringing together the consulate support. We thank them all for their keen support for the India-Australia people-to-people connection and for this collection of stellar stories. We could not have completed this story mosaic without their input.
At the moment, in November 2020, print publication is nigh on impossible. Publishers are still catching up with a backlog of delayed publications, due for release from next month until 2021, again due to the pandemic.
We needed a more innovative approach to publish stories. Indranil Halder in Sydney, Australia is a writer, a corporate consultant, global heritage tourist and former Ambassador of Fabrics of Multicultural Australia, with a degree in Biomedical Science and an MBA (See Above). The still photo image of the window was contributed by Indranil Halder who also encouraged writers to contribute. Sharon Rundle in the Hunter region of NSW, Australia, is a writer, book editor, teacher and mentor. Helen Whitehead in the UK (See Above) is a digital writer, editor and learning technologist who has been working with online media for over 25 years. Her expertise is in the innovative and appropriate use of digital tools for narrative, creative writing, learning and teaching. She holds a BSc in Biochemistry from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne, and an MA in Writing from The Nottingham Trent University. She is particularly interested in the multi-dimensional structures of digital texts and narratives, in making digital texts accessible to new readers and learners, and in facilitating online communities. We collaborated to create a collection of stories connecting India and Australia in this online Story Mosaic where links to the stories are embedded in stars.
Sharon Rundle compiled and edited the stories. Helen Whitehead created the technology and a very special interface designed specifically for this mosaic. As the project is hosted online on a bespoke website and because the contributors freely and generously gave us licence to publish their stories in the Agathokakological Aussie Summer Story Mosaic – and Indranil and I volunteered our time and expertise to create it, the costs were minimal, and we funded the project ourselves.
Agathokakological Aussie Summer, a stellar collection of stories, is our gift to the writing community during this difficult time of pandemic. With such a wide selection in this mosaic, we are sure you will find stories that you enjoy. We thank the office of the Australian High Commission in Delhi, India; the High Commission of India (Canberra); the office of the Consul General in Kolkata and the Office of the Consul General of India in Sydney for their warm support. 
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